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Name of Student Investigator 
 

 

What do you already know about this topic and/or what questions do you have? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Investigation 
Question: 

Should 
Columbus  

Day be  
celebrated? 

 

In the United States, the second Monday of October is “Columbus Day,” a federal holiday that 
honors and celebrates Christopher Columbus and what have been referred to as his 
accomplishments. However, Columbus Day is a very controversial holiday. Some people praise 
Columbus as a hero and one of history’s greatest explorers. Others claim that Columbus was a 
murderer and villain and should not be celebrated at all.   

In this “Pocket Investigation,” you will read, analyze, and gather evidence from various sources 
by or about Christopher Columbus. Using critical thinking and your personal ideas about 
morality, you will decide for yourself:  

Should Columbus Day be celebrated? 
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Need to Know 

  
 32,000 BCE is the approximate date that people were living in and throughout the Americas.  
 3,000 BCE or earlier is when Native tribes from the Arawak language family migrated to islands 

throughout the Caribbean Sea.  
 1000 Approximate date of claimed Viking settlement of L'Anse aux Meadows in Canada’s 

Newfoundland, perhaps the earliest European settlement in the so-called “Americas.” 
 1484 Sponsored by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain, an Italian sailor and mapmaker 

named Christopher Columbus leads four trips westward to set up a trade route to Asia. 
 1492 Columbus’s three ships and crew of almost 60 land in Guanahani. Continuing on in search of 

Japan, Columbus and his crew land in Cuba, thinking they are in China.  
 1493 The Doctrine of Discovery by Pope Alexander VI, awards Spain Columbus’s “discovered” lands. 

This year, Columbus makes his second voyage back with 17 ships this time. 
 1494 Spain and Portugal sign the Treaty of Tordesillas, splitting the lands in the west between them. 
 1498- 1500 Columbus’s third voyage ends by being sent back in chains by the new governor, who 

claims Columbus is a poor leader and that Spanish colonists as well as Natives are being mistreated. 
 1501 Italian mapmaker and voyager Amerigo Vespucci realizes while in Brazil that he is in a new 

continent, not Asia. His name later appears on a map of this continent: “America.” 
 1502 Columbus’s final voyage ends in shipwreck and he returns home, still thinking he was in Asia. 
 1776 British colonists of mostly English descent declare the United States an independent country.  
 1892 President Benjamin Harrison declares a nationwide celebration of Columbus.  
 1934 President Franklin D. Roosevelt recognizes Columbus Day. 
 1971 Columbus Day is confirmed by Congress as a national holiday. 
 1960s & 1970s Native rights groups begin to protest Columbus Day.  
 1992 Indigenous Peoples’ Day first recognized in Berkeley, California in place of Columbus Day. 
 2021 U.S. President Joe Biden becomes the first president to publicly proclaim it Indigenous People’s 

Day. He also recognizes Columbus Day.  
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Critical Thinking:  

What evidence in the 
timeline can be used 
to argue that 
Columbus Day should 
be celebrated?  

What evidence in the 
timeline can be used 
to argue that 
Columbus Day should 
not be celebrated?  

What questions do 
you need to ask in 
order to further 
investigate? 
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Investigate! 

 

Investigation Question:  

Sources Based on each source, answer the IQ & justify your reason. 

A: Excerpts from Journal/ Travel Log, written by Christopher Columbus, 
October 1492 

 

 

October 11th, 1492 - It appears to me, that the people are ingenious, 
and would be good servants and I am of opinion that they would very 
readily become Christians, as they appear to have no religion. 

 
October13th, 1492 - They came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, 
javelins, and other things too numerous to mention; these they 
exchanged for whatever we chose to give them. I was very attentive to 
them, and strove to learn if they had any gold.  
 
October 14th, 1492- … whenever Your Highnesses may command, all of 
them can be taken to Castile or held captive in this same island; because 
with 50 men all of them could be held in subjection and can be made to 
do whatever one might wish.  
 
 
B: Excerpts from Letter to the Taino from King Ferdinand, sent with 
Columbus on his second voyage,1493. 
 
Should you fail to comply [to convert to our holy Catholic Faith]… we 
assure you that with the help of God we shall use force against you, 
declaring war upon you from all sides and with all possible means, and 
we shall bind you to the yoke of the Church and of Their Highnesses; we 
shall enslave your persons, wives and sons, sell you or dispose of you as 
the King sees fit; we shall seize your possessions and harm you as much 
as we can as disobedient and resisting vassals. 

 

Suggested Color Coding: Green= YES, Yellow= No 
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Sources Based on each source, answer the IQ & justify your reason. 

C: Excerpt from “A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies” written by 
Bartolomé de las Casas in 1542 CE (Published 1552).  
 
During the 12 years [from 1518 to 1530], the Spanish killed more than four 
million men, women, and children with swords and lances, and by burning 
people alive ... This does not count those who have died, and continue to die 
every day, from the slavery and oppression that the Spanish impose…  
 
Our work was to exasperate, ravage, kill, mangle and destroy; small wonder, 
then, if they tried to kill one of us now and then… The admiral [Columbus], it 
is true, was so blind as those who came after him, and he was so anxious to 
please the King that he committed irreparable crimes against the Indians… 

 

D: Photo from an 1892 celebration of Columbus Day, New York. 
Note: In 1892, President Benjamin Harrison declares a nationwide 
celebration of Columbus Day, in large part to respond to discrimination 
against Italian immigrants, including a lynching of 11 people in 1891. 
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Sources 
Based on each source, answer the IQ & justify your 

reason. 
E: Source: Trade in the Age of “Exploration”, L. Reyes. ESTE Publishing, 
September 2021. 
Note: Based on the “Columbian Exchange”, which was the name given to the 
exchange of ideas, goods, etc. between the eastern and western hemispheres 
that took place during the Age of “Exploration” 1400s (following Columbus) 
to the 1600s.   

 

Coming from the Americas to Europe (and then to Asia & Africa) 

Artichokes  
Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes 
Maize  
Pumpkins & Squash 
Cassava  
Tomatoes  
Pineapples  
Avocados 
Blueberries, Strawberries 
Peanuts, Cashews, Walnuts, Pecans 

Cacao (Chocolate) 
Vanilla 
Chili Peppers 
Sunflowers 
Tobacco 
Turkeys, Parrots 
Quinoa 
Chicle  
Beans (kidney, lima, pinto) 
Enslaved Natives 
 

Coming from Europe to the Americas  
(including goods, etc. originally from Asia & Africa) 

 

 
Pigs, horses, chicken, sheep   
Honeybees  
Rats  
Grains  
Bananas  
Sugarcane  
Olives  
Citrus Fruits, Peaches, Pears 
Apples, Grapes 
Carrots, lettuce, onions Soybeans  
Christianity 

 
Enslaved Africans 
Iron weapons & armor 
Gunpowder, Firearms, cannons 
Bubonic Plague  
Smallpox  
Malaria  
Yellow fever  
Diphtheria  
Measles 
Influenza (flu) 
Whooping Cough 
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Sources Based on each source, answer the IQ & justify your reason. 

 

F: Two news headlines, (top) Business Insider, Feb 9th, 2019 (bottom) 
The World, January 31st, 2019. 

 
 

 

 

G: Excerpt from Proclamation 9656 for Columbus Day, Donald J. 
Trump, October 6th, 2017 

Note: Trump was the 45th President of the United States of America. 

Five hundred and twenty-five years ago, Christopher Columbus 
completed an ambitious and daring voyage across the Atlantic Ocean 
to the Americas. The voyage was a remarkable and then-unparalleled 
feat that helped launch the age of exploration and discovery. The 
permanent arrival of Europeans to the Americas was a transformative 
event that undeniably and fundamentally changed the course of 
human history and set the stage for the development of our great 
Nation. 
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Investigation Findings 
 

Should Columbus Day be Celebrated? 
 

 
 

Optional Source H: Interview an adult in your life and ask them if they think Columbus Day should be 
celebrated and why or why not. Write down notes on their response or record them with their 
permission. Use their ideas as your last source in the Investigation. 

Discussion: Be prepared to discuss these questions with your learning community. 

1. Which source(s) was/were most trustworthy? Which source(s) was/were least trustworthy?  
2. Do any sources provide corroborating information?  
3. Based on the overall evidence, and considering your outside knowledge, what is your final claim?  
4. What evidence best supports your claim and which source(s) does that evidence come from? 
5. What evidence most contradicts your claim or can be used to offer a counterargument? Which 

source(s) does that evidence come from? 

 

Options for Investigation Response 

Respond to the IQ 
 
Using 3 pieces of evidence 
from the sources, write a 
response to the IQ: Should 
Columbus Day be Celebrated? 
Follow the criteria set by your 
teacher.  
 

Take a Stand 
  
Do additional research on the 
lasting negative impact that 
Columbus and his legacy had 
on Native Peoples throughout 
the “Americas.” Write a 
persuasive letter to local, 
state, and/or national officials 
demanding that Columbus 
Day be canceled, using 
learning from this 
Investigation as evidence. 
 

Be Creative 
 
Create a visual work of art, a 
poem, a song, a poster, etc. 
that shows your knowledge 
about the topic, as well as 
whether you think we should 
Columbus Day should be 
celebrated or not. 
 

 

Claim according to each source 

A Yes                  No 

B Yes                  No 

C Yes                  No 

D Yes                  No 

Claim according to each source 

E Yes                  No 

F Yes                  No 

G Yes                  No 

Optional
H 

Yes                  No 


